
W EEK 7: TO THOSE W HO THINK THEY HAVE IT ALL 

FIGURED OUT?

04

Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast .

If  you missed the weekend message or want  to review  specif ic 

points, you can always watch, listen, and f ind bullet in notes 

online at  marinerschurch.org/ messages.

W hat  would Jesus say to someone who t ries really hard to keep all 

t he relig ious rules, who believes he can be good enough to gain life 

and earn everlast ing life? Would Jesus aff irm the effort? In a famous 

conversat ion w ith Nicodemus, Jesus describes what  He came to this 

world to do and tells Nicodemus that  he must  be born again. 

Would  you call yourself  more of  a rule b reaker or a rule 

fo llower? Share a st ory. 

GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

break the ice

Lean in

prepare

main point

look at God?s Word

Look down
Read John 3:1-21

1 There was a man from the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to him at  night  and said, 

?Rabbi, we know  that  you are a teacher who has come from 

God, for no one could perform these signs you do unless God 

were w ith him.?

3 Jesus replied, ?Truly I tell you, unless someone is born again, 

he cannot  see the kingdom of God.?

4 ?How can anyone be born when he is old?? Nicodemus 

asked him. ?Can he enter his mother?s womb a second t ime 

and be born??
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5 Jesus answered, ?Truly I tell you, unless someone is born of 

water and the Spirit , he cannot  enter the kingdom of God. 

6 W hatever is born of the f lesh is f lesh, and whatever is born of 

the Spirit  is sp irit . 7 Do not  be amazed that  I told  you that  you 

must  be born again. 8 The w ind b lows where it  p leases, and you 

hear it s sound, but  you don?t  know  where it  comes from or 

where it  is going. So it  is w ith everyone born of the Spirit .?

9 ?How can these things be?? asked Nicodemus.

10  ?Are you a teacher of Israel and don?t  know  these things?? 

Jesus replied. 11 ?Truly I tell you, we speak what  we know  and 

we test ify to what  we have seen, but  you do not  accept  our 

test imony. 12 If  I have told you about  earthly things and you 

don?t  believe, how  w ill you believe if  I tell you about  heavenly 

things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except  the one 

who descended from heaven? the Son of Man.

14 ?Just  as Moses lif ted up the snake in the w ilderness, so the 

Son of Man must  be lif ted up, 15 so that  everyone who believes 

in him may have eternal life. 16 For God loved the world in this 

way: He gave his one and only Son, so that  everyone who 

believes in him w ill not  perish but  have eternal life. 17 For God 

d id not  send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but  

to save the world through him. 18 Anyone who believes in him is 

not  condemned, but  anyone who does not  believe is already 

condemned, because he has not  believed in the name of the 

one and only Son of God. 

19 This is the judgment : The light  has come into the world, and 

people loved darkness rather than the light  because their deeds 

were evil. 20  For everyone who does evil hates the light  and 

avoids it , so that  his deeds may not  be exposed. 21 But  anyone 

who lives by the t ruth comes to the light , so that  his works may 

be shown to be accomplished by God.?

05



W here are you t ry ing  t o accomplish salvat ion on your own?

W hat  would  it  look l ike for you t o run f rom  performance t o Jesus?
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Look in

apply God?s Word

to your life

Look out

identify the

relevance of God?s

Word in the world

W hat  st ands out  t o you about  Nicodemus?

W hat  st ands out  t o you about  Jesus? response?

W hat  do you learn about  belief  and salvat ion?

W hat  are t he t hings t hat  peop le t hink w il l save t hem?

W hat  are t he t hings t hat  cause peop le t o reject  salvat ion?
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